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G .0 O ver vie w
The mater ia l  in  this  g lossar y  is  largely  taken f rom the 
Internat ional  Pedestr ian Lexicon avai lable  onl ine at : 
http ://user. i t l .net/~wordcraf/ lexicon.html#a .  Other 
def init ions  came f rom a var iety  of  other  sources .

G .1 Gloss ar y of  Terms
AA SHTO  –  American Associat ion of  State  Highway 
and Transportat ion Off ic ia ls ;  a  nonprof i t ,  nonpart i-
san associat ion represent ing highway and transpor-
tat ion departments  of  a l l  transportat ion modes in 
the 50 states ,  the Distr ict  of  Columbia and Puerto 
Rico.

“A” Cycl ist  –  a  term general ly  used to  descr ibe ex-
per ienced or  advanced bic ycl is t s  that  are  comfort-
able  in  a l l  c ycl ing env ironments ,  e ven busy roadways 
that  lack bic ycle  fac i l i t ies .   “A”  c ycl is t s  wi l l  typical ly 
bic ycle  in  any condit ion,  whether  hospitable  or  not .

ADA  –  Americans with Disabi l i t ies  Act  of  1991;  The 
Act  g ives  c iv i l  r ights  protect ions to  indiv iduals  with 
disabi l i t ies  including equal  opportunit ies  in  publ ic 
accommodations ,  employment ,  transportat ion,  s tate 
and local  government ser v ices ,  and telecommunica-
t ions .

Advance Stop Lines  –  appl ies  to  a  stop l ine placed 
pr ior  to  a  crosswalk or  bic ycle  box ,  to  e i ther  pre vent 
motor  vehicle  encroachment ,  or  to  improve v is ibi l -
i ty.   It  p lays  an important  safety  role ,  especia l ly  in 
mult i- lane roads .

Alternative Transp or tation Network  –  a  connect-
ed system for  travel  us ing transportat ion other  than 
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pr ivate  cars ,  such as  walk ing bic ycl ing ,  rol lerblad-
ing ,  carpool ing and transit .

Ar terial  Conne ctions  –  interconnected corr idors 
designed to accommodate a  large volume of  through 
traf f ic .

“B” Cycl ist  –  a  term general ly  used to  descr ibe in-
termediate  le vel  c ycl is t s ,  who bic ycle  for  reasons 
rang ing f rom recreat ion and f i tness  r iding to  com-
muting .   “B”  c ycl is t s  typical ly  prefer  on-street  bic y-
cle  fac i l i t ies ,  such as  bic ycle  lanes  and paved shoul-
ders .

Bic ycle  –  Ever y vehicle  propel led solely  by human 
power upon which any person may r ide ,  hav ing two 
tandem wheels ,  except  scooters  and s imilar  de v ices .  
The term “bic ycle”  in  this  document a lso includes 
three-  and four-wheeled human-powered vehicles , 
but  not  tr ic ycles  for  chi ldren.

Bic ycle  Activate d Dete ctor Lo op  –  sensors  in-
sta l led in  the roadway at  intersect ions that  tr igger 
a  change in  a  traf f ic  s ignal .   The y a l low c ycl ist s  to 
remain in  the travel  lane and avoid maneuver ing to 
the s ide of  the road to tr igger  a  push button.

Bic ycle  B ox  –  a  box painted on a  roadway at  an in-
tersect ion that  a l lows bic ycl is t s  to  move to  the f ront 
of  the l ine  in  traf f ic .   General ly  a  bic ycle  lane a l lows 
c ycl is t s  to  pass  stopped motor  vehicle  traf f ic  and 
enter  the bic ycle  box .   The bic ycle  box is  located 
between the intersect ion and f ront  of  the motor  ve-
hicle  stop l ine .   Bic ycle  boxes  increase  awareness 
of  c ycl is t s  in  the roadway env ironment and prov ide 
the opportunity  to  cross  intersect ions before  motor 
vehicles .
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Bic ycle  Facil it ies  –  a  general  term denoting im-
provements  and prov is ions made by publ ic  agencies 
to  accommodate or  encourage bic ycl ing .   Examples 
include,  but  are  not  l imited to  bic ycle  parking/stor-
age fac i l i t ies ,  shared roadways not  speci f ica l ly  des-
ignated for  bic ycle  use ,  b ic ycle  lanes ,  paved shoul-
ders ,  and s idepaths .

Bic ycle  Friendly Community  –  a  program estab-
l ished by the League of  American Bic ycl is t s  that 
recognizes  and awards munic ipal i t ies  who encour-
age bic ycl ing and make s igni f icant  str ides  in  creat-
ing a  bic ycle-f r iendly  env ironment .

Bic ycle  L ane  –  a  port ion of  a  roadway that  has  been 
designated by str iping ,  s igning ,  and pavement mark-
ings  for  the preferent ia l  or  exclusive  use  of  bic y-
cl is t s .   AA SHTO requires  that  bike  lanes  prov ide 
f ive  feet  of  space between the travel  lane and park-
ing ,  curb face ,  or  other  roadway barr ier.   Four-foot 
bike  lanes  are  acceptable  for  roadways without  curb 
and gutter.

Bike way  –  a  gener ic  term for  any road,  s treet ,  path, 
or  way which in  some manner is  speci f ica l ly  des ig-
nated for  bic ycle  travel ,  regardless  of  whether  such 
fac i l i t ies  are  designated for  the exclusive  use  of  bi-
c ycles  or  are  to  be shared with other  transportat ion 
modes .

Bridge Culver t  –  a  se wer or  drain cross ing used for 
the transference of  sur face water  f rom a br idge.

Buffer  Zone  –  an area of  land speci f ica l ly  des igned 
to separate  one zoning use  f rom another.

Bulb-out  –  extended pavement to  narrow roadway, 
or  pinch thoroughfare ,  or  prov ide space for  bus 
stop,  bench,  e tc .   Commonly used as  a  traf f ic  ca lm-
ing measure .

“C ” Cycl ist  –  a  term general ly  used to  descr ibe a 
beg inner,  juveni le ,  or  elderly  c ycl is t s  who are  not 
comfortable  bic ycl ing in  an env ironment with s ig-
ni f icant  motor  vehicle  traf f ic .   Typical ly  “C ”  c ycl is t s 
prefer  to  c ycle  on shared-use paths ,  greenways ,  and 
calm neighborhood streets .

Colle ctor Stre ets  –  a  publ ic  road designed to f low 
traf f ic  f rom smal l  neighborhood streets  and connect 
to  larger  thoroughfares .

Concurrent Sig nal  Timing  –  motor ist s  running 
paral lel  to  a  crosswalk are  a l lowed to turn into and 
through the crosswalk ( le f t  or  r ight)  a f ter  y ielding 
to  bic ycl is t s  or  pedestr ians .

Condemnation  –  the tak ing of  pr ivate  property  for 
publ ic  use ,  with adequate  compensat ion to the own-
er,  under  the r ight  of  eminent  domain.

Conne ctiv ity  –  the log ical  and physical  intercon-
nect ion of  funct ional ly  related points  so that  people 
can move among them.

Contra Flow Bic ycle  L ane  –  a  str iped bic ycle  lane 
that  goes  against  the f low of  motor  vehicle  traf f ic 
and is  separated by a  double  yel low l ine .

Conser vation E asement  –  a  transfer  of  usage r ights 
which creates  a  legal ly  enforceable  land preser vat ion 
agreement between a  landowner and a  munic ipal i ty 
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or a  qual i f ied land protect ion organizat ion (of ten 
cal led a  “ land trust”) ,  for  the purposes  of  conser va-
t ion.  It  restr ict s  real  estate  de velopment ,  commer-
c ia l  and industr ia l  uses ,  and cer ta in other  act iv i t ies 
on a  property  to  a  mutual ly  agreed upon le vel .

Corridor  –  a  spat ia l  l ink between two or  more s ig-
ni f icant  locat ions .

Crosswalk – a designated point  on a  road at  which 
some means are  employed to ass ist  b ic ycl is t s  and 
pedestr ians  who wish to  cross  a  roadway or  inter-
sect ions .   The y are  designed to keep bic ycl is t s  and 
pedestr ians  together  where the y can be seen by mo-
tor ist s ,  and where the y can cross  most  safely  with 
the f low of  vehicular  traf f ic .

Curb Cut  –  interruption of  the curb,  as  for  a  dr ive-
way.

Curb Extension  –  a  sect ion of  s ide walk at  an in-
tersect ion or  mid-block cross ing that  reduces  the 
cross ing width for  bic ycl is t s  and pedestr ians  and is 
intended to s low the speed of  traf f ic  and increase 
dr iver  awareness .

Curb R amp  –  a  ramp leading smoothly  down from 
a s ide walk ,  greenway,  or  mult i-use  path to  an inter-
sect ing street ,  rather  than abruptly  ending with a 
curb.

Drive way Apron  –  the sect ion of  a  dr ive way be-
tween a  s ide walk or  greenway and the curb.

Eminent Domain  –  the acquis i t ion of  property  by 
the government which is  deemed to be necessar y  for 

the complet ion of  a  publ ic  project  f rom an owner 
that  i s  unwil l ing to  negot iate  a  pr ice  for  i t s  sa le .

EPA  –  Env ironmental  Protect ion Agenc y.

Fe e Simple Purchase  –  an outr ight  purchase of  the 
land by a  munic ipal i ty.

FHWA  –  Federal  Highway Administrat ion.

Fitness  Trail  –  a  pathway upon which users  jog or 
walk  f rom stat ion to stat ion to per form var ious ex-
erc ise  tasks .

Gre enway  –  a  l inear  open space;  a  corr idor  com-
posed of  natural  vegetat ion.   Greenways can be used 
to create  connected networks  of  open space that  in-
clude tradit ional  parks  and natural  areas .   Green-
ways prov ide and of f-street  component  to  the bi-
c ycle  network .

Hig h Volume Ar ter y  –  an important  transportat ion 
corr idor  that  i s  used by large traf f ic  le vels .

Hydrolog ic  Resources  –  stream and se wer corr i-
dors  and buf fer  zones  that  can be used to fac i l i tate 
the bui lding of  greenways .

Incentive Zoning  –  a  system by which zoning in-
centives  are  prov ided to de velopers  on the condit ion 
that  speci f ic  physical ,  soc ia l ,  or  cultural  benef i t s  are 
prov ided to the community.

Interse ction  –  an area where two or  more pathways 
or  roadways jo in together.
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I STE A  –  Intermodal  Sur face Transportat ion Ef f i-
c ienc y Act  of  1991.

Islands of  Vegetation  –  a  landscaping feature that 
i s  p lanted with f lora  chosen for  the abi l i ty  to  remove 
pol lut ion and toxins .   These spaces  manage storm-
water  runof f  f rom imper v ious sur faces ;  the water  is 
s lowed down,  pre venting erosion and a l lowing water 
to  be absorbed into the ground.

Leaseback  -  the process  of  sel l ing a  property  and 
a lso enter ing into a  lease  to  continue using that 
property.

Linear Stream Corridor  -  general ly  consist s  of  the 
stream channel ,  f loodplain ,  and transit ional  upland 
f r inge a l igned l inearly.

Me dian  -  a  median is  a  barr ier,  constructed of  con-
crete ,  asphalt ,  or  landscaping ,  that  separates  two di-
rect ions of  traf f ic .

Me dian Ref uge Island  -  i s land in the median,  that 
of fers  a  stopping or  hal f way point  for  a  pedestr ian

Mixe d Use Area  –  a  term used to descr ibe a  spe-
c i f ic  area  that  possesses  a  combinat ion of  di f ferent 
land use types ,  such as  res identia l ,  commercia l ,  and 
recreat ion.

Mo de Share  -  a  term used to descr ibe percentage 
spl i t s  in  transportat ion opt ions .

MST  –  Mountains- to-Sea Trai l :  a  900+ mile  tra i l 
corr idor  that  traverses  the state  of  North Carol ina 
f rom the Smoky Mountains  to  the Outer  Banks .

MU TC D  –  Manual  of  Uniform Traf f ic  Control  De-
v ices :  Nat ional  s tandards  guidebook on s ignage and 
pavement marking for  roadways .

Municipal  B oundar y  –  the l imit  of  munic ipal  ju-
r isdict ion.

Nature Trail  -  a  marked tra i l  des igned to lead peo-
ple  through a  natural  env ironment ,  which highl ights 
and protects  resources .

NC D OT  –  North Carol ina Department of  Transpor-
tat ion.

Negotiate d De dications  -  a  local  government may 
ask a  landowner to  enter  into negot iat ions for  cer-
ta in parcels  of  land that  are  deemed benef ic ia l  to 
the protect ion and preser vat ion of  speci f ic  parcel 
of  land.

Off-road Trail  –  paths  or  tra i ls  in  areas  not  ser ved 
by the street  system,  such as  parks  and greenbelt 
corr idors .  Of f-street  paths  are  intended to ser ve 
both recreat ional  uses  and other  tr ips ,  and may ac-
commodate other  non-motor ized travel  modes ,  such 
as  bic ycles  in  addit ion to walk ing .

On-road Bic ycle  Facil ity  –  any bic ycle  fac i l i ty  that 
i s  constructed or  marked on a  roadway,  such as  a 
shared roadway,  s igned route ,  wide outs ide lane,  b i-
c ycle  lane,  or  paved shoulder.

O p en Space  -  empty or  vacant  land which is  set 
as ide for  publ ic  or  pr ivate  use  and wi l l  not  be de vel-
oped.  The space may be used for  pass ive  or  act ive 
recreat ion,  or  may be reser ved to protect  or  buf fer 
natural  areas .
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O verlay Zone  -  a  zone or  distr ict  created by the 
local  leg is lature  for  the purpose of  conser v ing natu-
ral  resources  or  promoting cer ta in types  of  de vel-
opment .  O verlay  zones  are  imposed over  exist ing 
zoning distr ict s  and contain prov is ions that  are  ap-
pl icable  in  addit ion to those contained in the zoning 
law.

Pe destrian  -  a  person on foot  or  a  person on rol ler 
skates ,  rol ler  b lades ,  chi ld ’s  tr ic ycle ,  non-motor ized 
wheelchair,  skateboard,  or  other  non-powered ve-
hicles  (excluding bic ycles) .

Planne d Unit  De velopment (PUD)  -  a  project  or 
subdiv is ion that  includes  common property  that  i s 
owned and maintained by a  homeowners ’  a ssocia-
t ion for  the benef i t  and use of  the indiv idual  PUD 
unit  owners .

Po cket  Park  -  a  smal l  area  access ible  to  the gen-
eral  publ ic  that  i s  of ten of  pr imar i ly  env ironmental , 
rather  than recreat ional ,  importance;  the y can be 
urban,  suburban or  rural  and of ten feature as  par t  of 
urban regenerat ion plans  in  inner-c i ty  areas  to  pro-
v ide areas  where wi ldl i fe  can establ ish a  foothold.

Preser vation E asement  –  a  voluntar y  legal  agree-
ment that  protects  histor ic ,  archaeolog ical ,  or  cul-
tural  resources  on a  property.  The easement pro-
v ides  assurance to  the property  owner that  intr ins ic 
values  wi l l  be  preser ved through subsequent  owner-
ship .  In  addit ion,  the owner may obtain substant ia l 
tax  benef i t s .

Public  Access  E asement  –  a  voluntar y  legal  agree-
ment which grants  a  munic ipal i ty  a  perpetual  r ight-
of-way and easement for  publ ic  access  and publ ic 
benef i t .

Q uality  of  Life  -  a  measure of  the standard of  l iv -
ing which considers  non-f inancia l  factors  such as 
health ,  funct ional  s tatus  and socia l  opportunit ies 
that  are  inf luenced by disease ,  injur y,  treatment or 
socia l  and pol i t ica l  pol ic y.

Reg ional  Bike way Network-  a  system of  high-qual-
i ty  bic ycle  fac i l i t ies ,  including shared use paths  that 
are  a  minimum of  10 feet ,  paved shoulders  that  are 
four  feet  or  wider,  and bike lanes  (see  acceptable 
widths  under  the def init ion for  bike  lanes) .  In  con-
strained s i tuat ions ,  wide curb lanes ,  with a  mini-
mum of  14 feet  usable  width,  can a lso be used to 
accommodate bic ycl is t s . 

Retrof it  -  the redesign and reconstruct ion of  an ex-
ist ing fac i l i ty  or  subsystem to incorporate  ne w tech-
nolog y,  to  meet  ne w requirements ,  or  to  other wise 
prov ide per formance not  foreseen in the or ig inal 
des ign.

R ig ht Turn Cut-off  -  the channel  created in  larger 
intersect ion by a  ver y  long turning radius  and the 
construct ion of  a  pedestr ian is land,  to  which the pe-
destr ian must  cross  before  being in  the formal  inter-
sect ion that  i s  control led by l ights .  The r ight- turn 
cut-of f  a l lows continuous r ight  turns  at  fa ir ly  high 
speeds without  stopping .

Road Diet  –  reconf igur ing or  reducing the number 
of  motor ized vehicle  lanes  to  prov ide room to inte-
grate  a  bic ycle  fac i l i ty  into a  roadway.  Commonly 
used on 4  lane roads with moderate  motor ized traf-
f ic  volumes .  General ly  roadways are  reconf igured to 
include a  center  turn lane,  two 5-foot  bic ycle  lanes 
and two motor  vehicle  travel  lanes  on e i ther  s ide . 
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Roundab out  –  traf f ic-calming de v ice  at  which traf-
f ic  streams c ircularly  around a  central  i s land af ter 
f i rst  y ielding to  the c irculat ing traf f ic .

ROW (R ig ht of  Way)  -  an easement held by the 
local  jur isdict ion over  land owned by the adjacent 
property  owners  that  a l lows the jur isdict ion to ex-
erc ise  control  over  the sur face and above and below 
the ground of  the r ight-of-way ;  usual ly  des ignated 
for  passage .

RTOR  –  Right  turn on red.

S afe Routes to S cho ol  (SRTS)  –  a  federal  program 
that  prov ides  funding to  encourage and fac i l i tate  the 
planning and implementat ion of  bic ycle  and pedes-
tr ian projects  near  schools .

SAFETE A  -  Safe ,  Accountable ,  F lexible  and Ef f i -
c ient  Transportat ion Equity  Act  of  2003.

SAFETE A-LU  -  Safe ,  Accountable ,  F lexible ,  Ef f i -
c ient  Transportat ion Equity  Act :  A Legac y for  Us-
ers .

Sharrow  –  painted roadway marking that  a ler t s  mo-
tor ist s  that  bic ycl is t s  are  present  and f requently  use 
the roadway.  Tradit ional ly  used in  s lower,  low vol-
ume roadways with wide curb lanes ,  such as  neigh-
borhood routes .  Successful ly  pioneered and used by 
San Francisco and Denver.

Shoulder  -  The port ion of  the roadway contigu-
ous with the traveled way for  the accommodation 
of  s topped vehicles ,  for  emergenc y use ,  and for  lat-
eral  support  of  sub-base ,  base ,  and sur face courses . 
Paved shoulders  can be used for  bic ycle  travel  as 
wel l . 

Share d Roadway  –  A roadway that  i s  open to both 
bic ycle  and motor  vehicle  travel .  This  may be an ex-
ist ing roadway,  s treet  with wide curb lanes  of  14-feet 
to  15-feet ,  or  road with paved shoulders .  General ly 
lower speed roadways that  are  located in  res identia l 
or  compact  urban env ironments .

Share d Use Path (Multi  Use Path/Sidepath)  -  A 
bike way physical ly  separated f rom motor ized ve-
hicular  traf f ic  by an open space or  barr ier  and lo-
cated e i ther  within the highway r ight-of-way (of ten 
termed “paral lel  shared use path”)  or  within an inde-
pendent  r ight-of-way.  Shared use paths  may a lso be 
used by pedestr ians ,  skaters ,  wheelchair  users ,  jog-
gers ,  and other  non-motor ized users .  In  some cases 
shared use paths  a lso accommodate equestr ians .

Side walk  -  an improved fac i l i ty  intended to prov ide 
for  pedestr ian movement ;  usual ly,  but  not  a lways , 
located in  the publ ic  r ight-of-way adjacent  to  a 
roadway.  Typical ly  constructed of  concrete ,  but  can 
be made with asphalt ,  br icks ,  s tone,  wood,  and other 
mater ia ls .

Sig ne d Share d Roadway (Sig ne d Bike Route)  –  A 
shared roadway that  has  been designated by s igning 
as  a  preferred route  for  bic ycle  use  with e i ther  a 
“Share the Road”  or  “Bike Route”  s ign. 

Thoroug hfare  -  a  publ ic  road f rom one place to  an-
other,  des igned for  high traf f ic  volumes and essen-
t ia l  connect ions .

TND ( Traditional  Neig hb orho o d De velopment)  - 
an area of  land de veloped in a  planned fashion for  a 
compatible  mixture of  res identia l  unit s  for  var ious 
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income le vels  and nonresidentia l  commercia l  and 
workplace uses ,  with a  high pr ior i ty  placed on ac-
cess  to  open spaces .

Traff ic  Calming  -  a  range of  measures  that  reduce 
the impact  of  vehicular  traf f ic  on res idents ,  pedes-
tr ians  and c ycl is t s  -  most  commonly on res identia l 
s treets ,  but  a lso now on commercia l  s treets .

Trip Attractor  -  a  locat ion which,  because of  what 
i t  contains ,  generates  i t sel f  a s  a  dest inat ion for  peo-
ple .

UD O  –  Universal  De velopment Ordinance;  Docu-
ment outl ining ordinances  for  de velopment and 
construct ion in  a  g iven area .

Village Center  -  an area in  a  community  where peo-
ple  natural ly  congregate .

Wide O utside L ane  –  roadway with addit ional  un-
marked space in  the outermost  lane that  a l lows mo-
tor ized vehicles  to  pass  c ycl is t s  without  changing 
lanes .


